5.0 CONCLUSION

A research project has been proposed to develop an intelligent multimedia system for teaching Databases. The main focus of this research lies in the development of a unique tool that is capable of transforming a natural language input problem into an ER model. This is the first ITS in Databases that incorporates such a unique feature. Though the process is not fully automatic, the overall aim is to minimize the human intervention during the process. This is possible through a supervised learning approach which will be adopted in the tool. The ER model will eventually forms as a basis during the tutorial. 

Specifically, the research will contribute the following to the knowledge associated with this field:

· a new technique to transform a natural language text input into an ER model

· a formation of new heuristics to be applied during the transformation process

The development of the transformation tool and its integration within IMSTD will be done to demonstrate its benefit .The PhD project schedule (Appendix A) shows a detailed plan how the work of this research project will be carried out. Basically, the development of the transformation tool will take up most of the development time. This will be followed by the development of the ITS modules (domain module, tutoring module and student module). An integration between the transformation tool and IMSTD will take place once both components are completed. This will be followed by the development of the agent to be embodied in the learning environment and its integration. Testing will carried out during and after the development of each of the components. Evaluation of the prototype system will take place once the whole development is completed and tested. This will involve some students and educators using the system and expressing their opinion about it through questionnaires.  

In conclusion, this research will contribute an innovative learning environment in the proposed domain.
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